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As ſpoken by 


CHARLES 


TE. 9 H E SPEECH 


or THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
AMES FON. 


him at a numerous Aſſembly of Noblemen and Gentlemen 
at the Shakeſpeare Tayern, LONDON, 


cuP2 9:51 fil 


Ae 
9G * 


Met for the Purpoſe of celebrating his Firſt Election for the City of Wes T MIVSTER,. 


OCTOBER 10, 1800. 


* GENTLEMEN, 


elapſed ſince I had * 
honor of being elected one of the Repreſentatives for the city 

Weſtminſter. During this period, which has been full of impor- 
tant events, foreign and domeſtic, I have adhered to the Principles 
on which the Revolution of 1688 was founded, and to what have 
been known as the Old Whig Principles of England. Amidſt all 
the trying difficulties with which I was ſurrounded on ſo many difh- 
cult occalions, it has been my good fortune to entertain thoſe Senti- 
ments which you have ſanctioned hy your approbation, and to follow 
that line of es which has abet nel the concurrence of the majority 
of my Conſtituents. This good fortune, which it has fallen to my 
lot to enjoy, is a leſſon to public men that they ought not to truit 


their reputation to the fallacious teſt of the varying opinions of the 


day; to the deciſion of the whims' and the caprice of temporiſing 
Politics. Steady and laſting Applauſe, permanent and ſolid Suppor, 
are only to be chtined by an upright undeviating Adherence to grezt 
and liberal Principles of Action. 


the Rights of Mankind :—Yes! I repeat it, the Rights of Mankind. 


For, however thoſe words may have been employed to cover falſe or 
d dangerous dofrines, MN nave Richrs—and, he who forms his 


Political Creed, and his Rule of Conduct, upon any thing but the 
en 3 That in every Country under Heaven, Those Rights are the 
Birth- 

ticular ſorm of Government, acts upon Principles that will not bear 
him out. | 


It was upon thoſe Principles that we aced who thought the Ame - 
rican War unjuſt and impolitic. In that war, as in the preſent, we 


were engaged in a conteſt no leſs expenſive and bloody, than unjuſt 


honor or for ſecurity, but a wiſh to gratify that party which exiſted 
then, and exiſts now, in this Country—a party which hates Liberty, 


and would employ the Arms of this Nation to ſuppreſs it wherever it 
has diffuſed its Ble ſlings, or endeavors to extend its Influence, The 
Principles of that pernicious Party did prevail for a ſeaſon; they were 
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were obliged to hide themſelves for a time, and yield to more gene- 
rous views. The Principle of Liberty reſumed its ſway, and, for a 
while, doctrines on which the Revolution was founded, regained the 


_ aſcendancy. 


« Unfortunately for the Britiſh Empire, that triumph was not of 
long duration. It is not for me to ſay how ſoon the Principles of Li- 
berty were again eclipſed, The former miſchievous maxims reſumed 
their dominion ; and blind muſt that man be who does not perceive 
that, however the two events might differ in collateral points, the 
preſent French war is founded upon the ſame identical principles 
which produced the American war. But what was the conſequence 


ol the expence which the American war heaped upon us? It con- 


tributed ultimately to aggrandize America, and to eſtabliſh her In- 
dependence, If that war produced the aggrandizement of America, 


What has this war done? Has it not, in a greater degree, preſented 


to France an opportunity of extending her territories, and augmenting 
her glory ? Her power and her fame have increaſed with the malig- 
nant hoſtility ot her foes. But here is the difference which renders 
the. conſequences in each caſe ſo unequal, The Aggrandiſement of 
America cannot for ages menace the repoſe or the ſafety of England. 


Not ſo the effect of this war. By our enmity we have made France 
a more hitter Foe and a more formidable Rival. | 


| 


The foundation of that equal con- 
duct, and that honeſt fame, is the general Principle of Liberty, and 


| 


| 


igt of MAN, antecedently to the eſtabliſhment of any par- 


in its Principle. It was not a war for pride or for aggrandiſement, for 


the a 
been advantageous or adviſeable; but I do moſt ſtrongly condemn the 


| with them. 
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many foul murders, and much indelible diſgrace. But at laſt they 


The Sentiment of this Country has been decidedly expreſſed for 


Peace; but what Proſpect is there of that Deſirable Event? I con- 
{eſs that it is with additional diſmay and grief that I hear of the news 


of a new failure ; becauſe we have reaſon to apprehend that Mi- 
niſters will conſider it as a fortunate circumſtance, and that it will 
prove the forerunner of another ſolid ſyſtem of finance! Thus, after 


o many years of the moſt bloody conteſt in which any nation was 


ever engaged, we find the war no leſs hopeleſs as to its termination 
than it is undefinable in its object. We have ſeen and felt the innu- 
merable Evils and Calamities with which the war has already heen 
attended; the Expence alone has been enormous, In a juſt cauſe, 


—_ 5pdacd, we know that Engliſhmen would make every Sacrifice in 


Veſence of their Rights. But in proportion as they would cheer- 
fully devote themſelves to their Country, it is lamentable to fee our 
Blood ſpilt, and our Reſources ſquandered for the Reſtoration of the 
Houſe of Bourbon! It is grievous to think, that the reſources which 
might availed us in a Juſt Cauſe, and to repel real Danger, muſt be 


waited for a quarrel in which we have neither Intereſt nor Juſtice, | 


It is grievous that our laſt ſtake muſt be expoſed to hazard, for the 
pretenſions of a family, the irreconcileable Enemies to the Britiſh 


Name! Canany Engliſhman think of thoſe things without grief and 
indignation ? 


4 


The ability to obtain ſupplies, to call our reſources into action, 


would have been a Bleſſing if our arms had been juſt and pious; if 
our efforts had been employed in the defence of Liberty, he ſame 
thing has proved a Misfortune inſtead of a Bleſſing—when it has only 
fed the rage of wild and extravagant enterprize—when it has been 
employed, not merely on idle, but in miſchievous defi not for 


great a nd liberal purpoſes, but for the Reſtoration of the Houſe of 


Bourbon, and againſt the Liberties of the World. —Immenſe ſums 
have been ealily raiſed, but the effects of this extravagance are moſt 
ſeverely felt, and will continue long to weigh heavily on the Coun- 
try.—Not only has every man ſuffered . der. defalcation in his 
income, but he is debarred from many pleaſures to which he former 

had acceſs, and all his comforts are abridged. The preſent high 
price of proviſions, de moſt ſeverely felt by the Poor, affects every 


cauſes of this unprecedented riſe in every article of conſumption, I 


7 


| 


| 


claſs in ſociety, and produces the moſt lamentable effects. Upon the | 


| 


Ha 


am not diſpoſed to deſcant ; but without entering into a minute or 
laboured diſquiſition, it muſt appear evident to every one, that the 
vaſt Addition to our National Debt, and the conſ- uential Iner aſe 
in the amount of the ci, ing medium, muſt, of neceſſity, ve 
preatly depreciated the — el that the War (far fron. ot 
ing concerned in the High Price of Proviſions) is the principal Cause 
and the grand Source of that as wel! as of the other 1lls which : 
Theſe are ſome of the calamities produced by the war ; 
as they are, they are by no means the greateſt—the Conſtitution has 
been injured, From what has happened in a neighbouring count 
it appears ſtill more clearly that there is a fixed and ſyſtematic plan for 
depreſſing the Cauſe of Liberty, and enſlaving the People. 0 
were excited by the moſt unjuſtifiable meaſures, and 3 were 
quelled by means of the moſt dreadful attrocities.— Villages were ſer 
on fire—torture in its moſt horrid forms was employed to gain diſco- 
veries—and military power was freed of all controul from civil autho- 
rity—yet both in this country and in Ireland, Government had been 
complimented for ſupprefüng the Rebellion, though it had been 
ſuppreſſed by arts ſtill more reprehenſihle than thoſe which originally 
fomented it. That unhappy country has now, by a continuation of 
the ſame ſyſtem of tyranny and oppreſſion, been forced into what is 
called an Union, and thus deprived of every thing dear to it as an 
ons 5-995 Th State. I do not ſpeak of the policy of the meaſure in 
raQ, nor pronounce, that in no ciccumſtance it could have 
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manner in which it was brought about, By means of a Parliament, 
which it was allowed did notfairly repreſent them, and was utterly 
incapable of governing them, a free people were compelled, againit 
their decided inclination, to give up their Independence, and to 
abandon their ſeparate Exiſtence, F. rench Politics have been the 
conſtant theme of Miniſterial Declamation and Abuſe, but you ſee 
here an Imitation of the moſt reprehenſible part of the conduct of the 
Rulers of France I allude to the practice of uniting Countries to the 
Republic, under pretence that thole Countries withed to fraternize 


„In ſhort, Gentlemen, a lamentable change has taken place, 
and not one of thoſe principles exiſts which diitinguiſhed this Coun- 
try when I had the honor firſt to repreſent you. This Change, * » 

who are conſtantly mixing in the buſy ſcenes of life, as him who Ives 


| ſecluded from the world, and only occaſionally emerges from his re- 


treat, The ſyſtem of oppreſſion, at any rate, has now reached a 
dreadful height and every philoſophical mind muſt foreſce the de- 
ſtruction of Liberty; that mind which does not, is certainly very 


different from mine, As the ſyſtem has altered, it may be imagined 


by ſome, that I ſhould alter along with it ; but for that I am too old, 
and I am determined to adhere te the Principles of my youth. If the 
Electors of Weſtminſter imagine that their intereſts would be better 
promoted by having another in the place of their preſent nominal 
Repreſentative for I confels I do little more than repreſent them in 


name I am ready to make way for him with alacrity ; but to tempo- 


rize, to fritter down Conſtitutional Principles; to hold a lower tone 
than I bave been accuſtomed to hold; to ceaſe to follow that line of 


conduct which firſt recommended me to your favor, I am altogether 


unable, If I ſpeak at all, I muſt ſpeak out thoſe principles which 


have diſtinguiſhed England for ſo many centuries. 


* I mult fay, that in every Country, in Auſtria, in Ruſſia, in Pruſ- 


L ſia, in France, the only legitimate Sovereign is the People ; and that 


in Proportion as Governments are the genuine Repreſentatives of 
that CA: . they are legitimate, and calculated to promote the 
Happineſs of the People. Upon theſe Principle, the French, and 
not the Engliſh, were the proper perſons to determine, whether the 
Bourbons ought to reign in France, That queſtion being determined 
by them, Properly or improperly it matters not, Auſtria, Pruſſia, and 
Great-Britain, a&ed in the moſt unjuſliſiable manner in attempting to 
conſtrain them, The war was jult in its origin, and unjuſt in its 
continuance, as France has often been fincerely inclined to make 
Peace with us. We have ſpilt our blood, ſquandered our treaſure, ' 
and contracted a load of national debt we are unable to bear, not in 
ſupport of our Independence, not in ſupport of our Commerce, not 
in Support of our Colonial Poſſeſſions, not even to add to our Mili- 
tary Fame, but alone to depreſs Freedom, and to promote the Cauſe 
of Deſpotiſm. I do ſuſp<& ai cheſe truths are now to old tor com- 
mon ears, though I may utter them without impropriety in the pre- 
ſence of my Conſtituents, The only alternative which remains for 
me is to be ſilent, except among them, till the arrival of better times, 
when I ſhall be at Liberty to ſpeak in a manly tone, and to ſupport 
the Conſtitution ot my Country. | | 
I feel the ae! eee N you, and to all the people in Eng- 
land, who honor me with their approbation, but I muſt inform you 
that I ſtill mean to ſeclude myſelf tfom public buſineſs, My time of 
action was over, when thoſe principles were extinguiſhed on which 
I afted, I have at preſent no more to ſay, Gentlemen, but that I will 
ſteadily adhere to the principles which have guided my paſt conduct. 
Theſe require that I (ould continue abſent from Parliament, but I 
ſhall ever maintain that the baſis of all Politics is Juſtice ; that the 
baſis of all Conſtitutions is the Sovereignty of the People; and that 
trom the People alone, Kings, Parliaments, Judges, and Magiſtrates, 
derive all their authority.” 
Ms. Fox, in the courſe of the evening, gave the following toaſls: 
The independent Electors of Weſtminſter,” The Lord Mayor 
and independent Livery of London.“ A ſpeedy Peace between 
Great Britain and the French Republic.” The cauſe for which 
den bled on the Field, and Nussel on the Scaffold.“ The cauſe 
of Freedom all over the World.“ The Liberty of the Prefs.” — 
Mx. GxzarTAN, and the Friends of Freedom in Ireland.“ 
— 099 — 
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